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About the novel: 
Rosie Fernandez escapes the bullies at her Santa Ana middle school by finding a hiding 
spot at lunchtime—under the teachers’ lounge window. Although Rosie has plenty of 
challenges and drama at school and at the home she shares with her grandma and nearly 
destitute parents, she soon learns her teachers face a crazy mix of predicaments in their 
own lives. The conversations she overhears in the lounge are surprising and sometimes 
shocking: teachers’ suspicions that the assistant principal is drinking on the job; woes in their 
romantic lives; and much more. When Rosie shares her teachers’ secrets with her new 
friend Dominique Nguyen, Dominique’s inability to keep quiet creates a complex blend of 
chaos and comedy. 
 
 About the author: 

Teaching high school full time comes with the perk of long vacations, which gives 
Béa Tomaselli Tiritilli time to moonlight as a freelance writer. Tiritilli has published more than 
a hundred articles in various newspapers and other periodicals, and she contributes to 
several blogs. Spy in the Teachers’ Lounge is her first novel. The story was inspired in part by 
the author’s past experiences teaching in Santa Ana. 

Among Tiritilli’s undergraduate degrees is a double B.A. in journalism and English. She 
is currently working on her Master’s in Leadership Development at Chapman University. 
This busy teacher, writer, mother and student (who doesn’t sleep much) lives in Santa Ana 
with her husband and two children. Her blogs include: 
spyintheteacherslounge.wordpress.com and beatomasellitiritilli.wordpress.com. 


